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To provide a set of recommendations regarding Clinical Quality Measurement 
(CQM) provisions in CMS payment rules, including the Medicare Hospital 
Inpatient Prospective Payment Systems (IPPS) NPRM. 
 
QMTF recommendations are organized across 2 focus areas: 
 
 
1. ONC proposal for a 2015 Edition CQM reporting certification criterion 
and associated standards 
2. Early comment solicitation on new type of measure utilizing core 
clinical data elements in the Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) 
Program 



ONC Proposal for 2015 Edition CQM- 
 Reporting certification criterion  
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Versions of standards 
1. The QMTF felt that many stakeholders are still working to support QRDA reporting

and that ONC and CMS should support incremental changes to the QRDA
standards rather than shifting too quickly to an immature standard.
o Recommendation: The QMTF supports Release 3 of the QRDA Category I

standard for individual level quality reports, and the November 2012 version
of the QRDA Category III standard with the September 2014 Errata for
aggregate level quality reports.

I. The QMTF supports these versions because they are incremental fixes to 
the versions already being used in the 2014 Edition and for Stage 2 of the 
EHR Incentive Programs. 

II. The QMTF also believes that developers and providers will have adequate
time for implementation of these standards if they are not required for
use until 2018 (the industry standard for development and
implementation is 18 months from the publication of a standard and
subsequent adoption by a program to its required use).



ONC Proposal for 2015 Edition CQM-  
Reporting certification criterion, continued  
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Versions of standards 
2. The QMTF strongly supports the direction of the Standard and Interoperability

Framework Clinical Quality Framework initiative to harmonize clinical decision
support (CDS) and clinical quality measurement (CQM) standards, but the QMTF
did not feel these new standards were ready or mature for adoption.
o Recommendation: ONC and CMS should continue supporting development

and pilots of the harmonized CDS and CQM standards – namely the Quality
Improvement and Clinical Knowledge (QUICK) Fast Health interoperability
Resources (FHIR)-based-standards- and drive stakeholders and vendors to
move promptly in this direction when the standards become more stable and
mature.

3. The QMTF recognizes that adoption of the QUICK FHIR – based standards will also
require a commitment on the part of CMS to update its systems and tools.
o Recommendation: The QMTF recommends CMS indicate its commitment to

implementation milestones that will align with the industry and provider
implementation of these harmonized standards.  This alignment will allow the
industry, providers and CMS to adopt the QUICK FHIR-based standards in a
coordinated and timely fashion.



Measure Utilizing Core Clinical Data Elements in the Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) Program 

1. The QMTF supports efforts to capture and use clinical enriched data from EHRs to
enable risk adjustment of outcome measures, but is concerned with the issue of
how best to collect this information.
o Recommendation: Data elements known to be required for risk-adjusted

measurement should be included in the core data set.
o Recommendation: CMS should identify innovation/measurement centers that

have the following capabilities and leverage them to quickly advance
measurement of outcomes:

I. Access to large sample claims and clinical data; 
II. Possess the framework for data extraction, analytics, and reporting to enable

testing, measurement refinements, and collection; and
III. Use of risk related variables for adjustment and stratification.
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Measure Utilizing Core Clinical Data Elements in the Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) Program, continued 

2. There was also concern that the data elements CMS eventually requires could
grow to a large list that may be burdensome.
o Recommendation: CMS and ONC should prioritize alignment of the data

elements across programs.
o For example, certain data (e.g., date of birth, age) are required to be collected in one way in the

EHR Incentive Programs but are proposed to be collected differently in this CMS proposal.
There should be standardization of the data elements across both programs.

o Recommendation:  Rather than specifying a list of data elements, the QMTF
suggests better integration of the reporting requirements with existing EHR
standards for reporting CQM data, such as QRDA.

3. The requirements should balance data collection necessary to measure outcomes
without negatively affecting data validity and submission burden.  There is a need
to balance promotion of flexibility with rigorous data collection.
o Recommendation: Data collection requirements should be very specified and

suited for a specific application (pre-defined) rather than broad to reduce
burden.
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Measure Utilizing Core Clinical Data Elements in the Hospital 
Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) Program, continued 

4. In relation to the comments made above about the data being pre-specified for a
particular need, the QMTF felt that it was too early to definitely determine if QRDA 
Category I is the most appropriate standard without knowing what the required data 
elements will be. 

o Recommendation: The QMTF recommends that CMS accelerate its work to identify the
data elements, and the definitions of those data elements, that they intend to require so
that an appropriate standard can be determined.

I. For example, if the data elements were defined as supplemental data to the QRDA Category I 
standard for a given measure, QRDA Category I may be the best option for requiring 
electronic submission.  CDA is potentially problematic because it may contain more 
information than is needed to calculate the measure, and the QMTF felt that it may lead to 
problems including delays if CMS and health systems need to redact data prior to using it for 
quality purposes. 

II. However, the QMTF did not want to definitely recommend QRDA I without knowing the
entire set of data that would be required for collection.

5. Recommendation:  The QMTF also recommends CMS use pilot projects and other
approaches to test an expanded set of data elements for potential use in quality 
measurement by a wider set of entities (e.g. health care payers).  The QMTF suggests 
CMS undertake such pilots after first defining the core set of clinical data elements. 
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Questions 

7/30/2015 9 


	Quality Measurement Task Force���2016 Inpatient Prospective Payment System��
	Membership
	Quality Measurement Task Force Charge
	ONC Proposal for 2015 Edition CQM-� Reporting certification criterion 
	Measure Utilizing Core Clinical Data Elements in the Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting (IQR) Program  
	Questions




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		QMTF_HITPC_Presentation)1.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Rae Benedetto, Accessibility and Remediation Specialist, rbenedetto@manilaconsulting.net

		Organization: 

		Manila Consulting Group




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top

<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AlwaysEmbed [
    true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /HSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
    /QFactor 0.76000
    /VSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
  >>
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /HSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
    /QFactor 0.76000
    /VSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
  >>
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /CropColorImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

  >>
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.10000
  /DoThumbnails false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /EndPage -1
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /HSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
    /QFactor 0.76000
    /VSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
  >>
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /HSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
    /QFactor 0.76000
    /VSamples [
      2
      1
      1
      2
    ]
  >>
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /Quality 15
    /TileHeight 256
    /TileWidth 256
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /Quality 15
    /TileHeight 256
    /TileWidth 256
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /Quality 15
    /TileHeight 256
    /TileWidth 256
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /Quality 15
    /TileHeight 256
    /TileWidth 256
  >>
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [
    true
  ]
  /OPM 1
  /Optimize true
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting true
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.25000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0
    0
    0
    0
  ]
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXTrapped /False
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0
    0
    0
    0
  ]
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


